
54th Congress, ) HOUSE OF EEPEESENTATIYES. ( Eeport 
1st Session. ) ( No. 1006. 

HESTEE A. BO ST WICK. 

March 30, 1896.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered to 
he printed. 

Mr. Layton, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, submitted the 
following 

REPORT: 
[To accompany H. R. 4941.] 

The committee to whom was referred the bill (H. E, 4941) granting 
a pension of $20 per month to Hester A. Bostwick, widow of Burr H. 
Bostwick, late captain Company K, Seventh Kansas Cavalry Yolun- 
teers, having carefully examined and fully considered all the facts and 
circumstances presented, respectfully report as follows: 

Captain Bostwick enlisted April 25, 1861, and served as first ser¬ 
geant Company D, Nineteenth Ohio Yolunteer Infantry, until August 
30, 1861; he again enlisted as first lieutenant Company K, Seventh 
Kansas Cavalry, November 29, 1861; was promoted to captain October 
20, 1862, and was honorably mustered out and discharged September 
29, 1865, after an arduous service of over four years. His horse fell 
upon him near Corinth, Miss., about November, 1863, terribly bruising 
and crushing him, breaking three ribs and crippling his spine, and he 
never recovered from the injury received in line of duty. He was pen¬ 
sioned from November 15, 1887, for “injury of right side and resulting 
disease of lungs.” He died from a blood clot in the brain, or an effusion 
of blood in the membranes of the brain. 

Applicant was married to soldier February 22,1866, and has remained 
a widow since his death. Her claim for pension under general law on 
the ground that the disease of brain of which soldier died is not accepted 
as a result of pensioned causes. Her claim under act of June 27,1890, 
was rejected on the ground of nondependence. 

Dr. T. B. Wright, who attended soldier during his final sickness, from 
September 23 to November 11, 1894, testified that soldier suffered with 
violent headache for many days in the beginning of his sickness, with 
slight fever; that he had several recurrent attacks of paralysis, with 
coma and stertorous breathing; at times he had a low delirium. The 
pupil of one eye was dilated during entire sickness. He suffered from 
an attack of herpes zoster during the last weeks of his sickness. He 
died in a profoundly comatose condition which had lasted several days, 
before his death. The post-mortem examination showed an extensive 
blood clot within the membranes of the brain of such character as to 
indicate refected hemorrhages during the time he had been sick. The 
cause of such hemorrhages was probably a weakened state of the blood 
vessels, due to long-continued low vitality of the patient. 



2 HESTER A. BOSTWICK. 

Dr. H. 0. Allen, of Circleville, Ohio, testified (March 10, 1896): 
I was called in consultation in the case of the late Capt. Burr H. Bostwick and was 

also present at the post-mortem examination. He died from hemorrhage or blood 
clot on the brain, and I am inclined to think that from the symptoms he had several 
hemorrhages. The hemorrhages, I think, were caused from atheromatous degenera¬ 
tion of the arteries, and in my opinion the wound from which he suffered, by reduc¬ 
ing the vitality and general health, contributed to his death. 

Dr. A. H. Shaeffer testified (March 10,1896): 
I was well acquainted with Capt. B. H. Bostwick for nearly thirty years, or very 

soon after the close of the civil rebellion, in which he was a Union officer, and knew 
him to have been wounded in said service, and also knew him to be a frail, debili¬ 
tated, sickly person; and, as I believe, his deteriorated physical state of health, 
resulting from his impaired health, brought on or from his suffering from wounds, 
did cause a liability of weakening of the tissues of the general system and the coats 
or tissues of the'blood vessels, as to cause cerebral hemorrhage, and in my opinion 
the paralysis superinduced by weakening of coats of blood vessels by deteriorated 
condition of system was sole cause of his cerebral hemorrhage, which was the cause 
of death. I did not treat Captain Bostwick, but saw him repeatedly during his last 
sickness, and do think that his case is one, clearly to my mind, resulting from causes 
mentioned. * * * I have been a practicing physician for forty-seven years. 

From these statements of reputable physicians who had the patient 
'under their observation, your committee believe that it requires no effort 
of the imagination to conclude that the death cause may be attributable 
to results of the soldier’s army service. Stripped of technicalities, the 
embolism or atheromatous hemorrhages of the brain which produced 
death were undeniably the sequence of the aenemic condition and low 
vitality of the patient, together with the failure of the diseased lungs 
to properly purify the blood before it was sent into the degenerated and 
impoverished arteries. 

While the nondependent condition of claimant, as found by the Pen¬ 
sion Bureau, cuts no figure in the case, in view of the foregoing, yet 
the facts concerning her property should be stated. 

The testimony shows she owned real estate valued at $3,600, which 
was mortgaged for $3,510 at 7 per cent interest, and her property of 
other kinds amounted to about $970. The expense of interest, repairs, 
and taxes consumed nearly the entire income, leaving her with less than 
$10 per month, and one witness says consumed the entire income. 

Tour committee therefore earnestly recommend the passage of the 
bill after same is amended by striking out all after the enacting clause 
and substituting the following: 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 
to place upon the pension roll the name of Hester A. Bostwick, widow of Burr H. 
Bostwick, late captain of Company K, Seventh Regiment Kansas Volunteer Cav¬ 
alry, and pay her a pension of twenty dollars per month. 
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